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I, II is propoſed to publiſh Six 
Sheets of this Work, at the 
Price of One Shilling, every 
Saturday, on the fame Letter 
with theſe Propoſals. 
IT. No Money is required till the 
Delivery of each Number. 
III. It is defired, for Aſcertaining 
the Number to be printed, 
and the more ſpeedy Delivery 
of each Number, that they 


——____— 


CONDITIONS. 


who think the Deſign wor- 
thy of their Encouragement, 
would favour the Proprietor, 
T. OsBoRNE, of Gray's Inn, 
Bookſeller, with their Names 
and Places of Abode. 

IV. The firſt Number will be 
publiſhed on Saturday the 24th 
of March, 1743-4, and the 
following Numbers regularly 
every Saturday Morning. 


PROPOSALS at large, with an Account of this Undertaking, 
may be had of all Bookſellers both in Town and Country, and 


of Jacos RoBiNnsON, Publiſher, on Ludgate-Hill, where 
SUBSCRIPTIONS are taken in, 


| | 
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AccounrT of this UN PDPERTAEKINS. 


a very juſt Complaint, among 
theLearned, that a Multitude 

of valuable Productions, publiſh- 
ed in ſmall Pamphlets, or in fingle 
Sheets, are in a ſhort Time, too 
often by Accidents, or Negligence, 
ed and intirely loſt; and 

that thoſe Authors, whoſe Reve- 
rence for the Public has hindered 
*them from ſwelling their Works 
with Repetitions, or encumbering 
them with Superfluities, and who, 
therefore, deſerve the Praiſe and 
.Gratitude of Poſterity, are forgot- 
ten, for the very Reaſon for which 
they might expect to be remem- 
bered. It has been long lamented, 


I. ee long Time, 


that the Duration of the Monu- 


ments of Genious and Study, as 
well as of Wealth and Power, 
depends in no ſmall Meaſure on 
their Bulk; and that Volumes, 
conſiderable only for their Size, 
are handed down from one Age 


to another, when compendious 


Treatiſes, of far Impor- 
tance, are ſuffered to periſh, as 
the compacteſt Bodies fink into 
the Water, while thoſe, of which 
the Extenſion bears a greater 
Proportion to the Weight, float 
upon the Surface. 

Tuts Obſervation hath been 
ſo often confirmed by Experience, 
that, in the Neighbouring Nation, 
the common Appellation of ſmall 
Performances is derived from this 
unfortunate Circumſtance ; a fly- 
mg Sheet, or a Fugitive Piece, are 


the Terms by which they are 
diſtinguiſhed, and diſtinguiſhed 
with too great Propriety, as they 
are ſubject, after having amuſed 
Mankind for a While, to take 
their Flight and diſappear for 
ever. 

War are the Loſſes which 
the Learned have already ſuſtain- 
ed, by having Neglected to fix 
thoſe Fugitives in ſome certain 
Reſidence, it is not eaſy to ſay; but 
there is no Doubt that many va- 
luable Obſervations have been re- 


peated, becauſe they were not 


preſerved ; and that, therefore, 
the Progreſs of Knowledge has 


been retarded, by the Neceflity 
of doing what had been already 
done, but was done for thoſe who 
their Benefactor. 

HE obvious Method of pre- 
venting theſe Loſſes, of preſerving 
to every Man the Reputation he 
has merited by long Affiduity, is 
to unite theſe ſcattered Pieces ig- 
to Volumes, that thoſe, which 
are too ſmall to preſerve them- 
ſelves, may be ſecured by their 
Combination with others; to con- 
ſolidate theſe Atoms of Learning 
into Syſtems, to collect theſe diſu- 
nited Rays, that their Light and 
their Fire may become percep- 
tible. 

Or eneouraging this uſeful 
Deſign, the Studious and Inqui- 
ſitive have now an Opportunity, 
which, perhaps was never offered 
them before, and which, if it 

ſhould 


94 2 


An Account of this UndERTAKING. 


ſhould now be loſt, there is not 
any Probability that they will 
ever recover. They may now 
conceive themſelves in Poſſeſſion 
of the Lake into which all thoſe 
Rivulets of Science have for many 
Years been flowing ; but which 
unleſs its Waters are turned into 
proper Channels, will ſoon burſt 
its Banks, or be diſperſed in im- 
perceptible Exhalations. 

In the Harleian Lihrary, which 
I have purchaſed, arẽ᷑ treaſured a 
greater Number of Pamphlets and 
ſmall Treatiſes, than were per- 
haps, ever yet ſeen in one Place; 
Productions of the Writers of all 
Parties, and of every Age, from 
the Reformation ; collected with 
an unbounded and unwearied 


Admiralty Juriſdiction, &c., 

Agriculture 

Algebra 

Arithmetic 

Aſtronomy 

Atheiſm 

Army, Treaties relating to Stand- 
ing Armies, &c, 

Aſtrology Judicial 

Anatomy 

Architecture, Antiquities, Pain- 
ting, Sculpture, &c, | 

Antiquities of England 

Allegiance 

Apophthegms 

Apparitions 

Baths and Mineral Waters 

Pank and Bankers 

Battles by Sea and Land 

Potany 

Coronations 

Chronology 

Convocation 

Charity and Poor 

Caſes of private Perſons 


Curioſity, without Excluſion of | 
any Subject. 

So great is the Variety, that | 
it has been no ſmall labour to 
peruſe the Titles, in order to re- 
duce them to a rude Diviſion, 
and range their Heaps under Ge- 
neral Heads; of which the Num- 
bers, though not yet increaſed 
by the Subdiviſion which an 
accurate Survey will neceſſarily 
produce, cannot but excite theCu- 
rioſity of all the Studious, as there 
is ſcarcely any Part of Knowledge, 
which ſome of theſe Articles do 
not comprehend. 

THe Heads under which they 
lie ranged at preſent, but ranged* 
without any nice Diſtinction, or 
regular Method, are thoſe of, 


Cuſtoms of Divers Places in 
England 
Cheats and Gaming 
Cookery 
_ 
nfectionary 
Chymiſtry 
Conformity 
Corn 
Debts and public Credit 
Dialling 
Duels 
Earthquakes 
Education and Study 
Exciſe 
Foreſts and Chaces 
Fenns 
Free-thinking 
Funds and public Credit 
Funerals 
Gardening 
Geography 
Government 
Grammar 


Hiſt, of England, Scotland, Ire- 
land, 
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Lives of Saints, Diſſenting Mi- 
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land, Holland, Spain, France, 
Germany, Htaly, and Plantations 
Hiſtory of the Northern Nations 


way Horſemanſhi _, 
Huſbandry, Gardening, Fiſhing, 
Fowling, &c. 
Hunting 
ews 
eſuits 


gre 

ithotomy 

London, Relating to it 
Letters 


niſters, Phyſicians, Mathema- 
ticians, &c. 

—— Engl. Stateſmen, Religious 
Wu 2 Women, Schiſmatics 
and Impoſtors, Engl. Gentle- 


Plots 


Painting 

Printing 

Prodigies 

Priſons and Priſoners 
Prynne 

Plague 

Phyſic 

Paſſive Obedience 
Perſpective 


Pomp and eremony 
Plays 


Philoſophy 
Projects 


P 


—— 1 ; _ 

arliamen roceedings, 

Speeches 

Poems, various 

N for Religion 1 
uralities, Reſidency, and Non- 

Reſidency 


men, Ladies, Proteſtant Di- Quake 


vines, Lawyers, Religious Men 


ic 
Ludicrous 


Law Common, Miſcellaneous, 


Penal, of Nations, and Plan- 


tations 


Miracles and Supernatural Events 
Mathematics 


Mines and Minerals 

— Adultery, Divorce, 
c. 

Nonconformity 

Novels 

Navigation 

Navy and Seamen 

Officers of State 


Trade, viz. Italian, Eaft- India, 
W:f/t- India, Fiſhery, |, Ge- 
neral, Leather, Woollen, Cop- 
per, Braſs, Tin, Turiy, Afri- 


ca, Sugar, Baltic and Northern, 
French, Tobacco, Spaniſh, 
Wine, Grain 

Univerſity 

Uſury 

Voyages 
As many of theſe Tracts muſt 


be obſcure by Length of Time, 
or deſective for Want of thoſe 
Diſcoveries which have been made 
fince were written, there will 
be ſometimes added Hiſtorical, 
Explanatory, or Supplemental 


An Account of this UndeErTARKING:. 


Witchcraft, Sorcery, &c. 

A large Number of private State' 
Tracts in the Time of 

Queen Elizabeth 

King James I. 

King Charles I. 


King Charles II. 
King James II. 
King ulliam III. 


Notes, in which the Occaſion of 
the Treatiſe will be ſhewn, or an 
Account given of the Author, 
Alluſions to forgotten Facts will 
be illuſtrated, or the Subject far- 
ther elucidated from other W ri- 

ters. 
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